GRADES 9 THROUGH 12

Principle 1

Principle 1:
Earth has one big ocean with many features.

he ocean, which covers 70% of
Earth's surface, is the defining
feature of the planet.

Geologicy
A

Ocean basins are composed of the sea
floor and all of its geological features;
and vary in size, shape, and features
due to the movement of Earth's crust
(the lithosphere).

Ocean Circulation

The properties of ocean water
(e.g., salinity, conductivity,
freezing point, density, pH)
affect the biological and
physical characteristics of the

ocean.

The pH of ocean
water is slightly
basic, and is
affected by

the amount of

Sea level is the average
height of the ocean
relative to the land.

A.2.

The lithosphere is
broken up into 7
major plates and
many minor plates
that are constantly

A.1.

Although the ocean
is large, it is finite,
and its resources
are limited.

Salinity, a measure
of all the salts in the
ocean (e.g.,
magnesium, sodium,
calcium, chlorine,

C.1.

\Water circulates throughout
the ocean due to wind-driven
and density-driven currents.

C.14.
Water circulates between
ithe ocean and atmosphere
through the water cycle.

T

C.15.
Waves are a disturbance
of water that transfer a

Tides are the periodic
rise and fall of surface

Sea level varies
from place to
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