36

Principle 3

GRADES 3 THROUGH 5

Principle 3: The ocean is a major influence on weather and climate.

Nearly all the water on Earth is stored in the ocean. The ocean, which covers over 70% of Earth’s
surface, controls the weather by dominating Earth’s energy and water systems.

Weather — A

Water Cycle — B

The ocean absorbs and holds much of the
solar energy that reaches Earth.

The ocean is an integral part of the water cycle. Solar
energy absorbed by the ocean drives the water cycle.
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